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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method for forming an embossed image by which 
it is possible to easily form an embossed image such as an arbitrarily selected character or 
figure even on a base material which is hard and less moldable, without generating a 
deformation or a cracking in the base material, and a card with an embossed image which is 
of a high performance and is remarkably suitable for use applications. 

SOLUTION: The method for forming an embossed image is to set heat transfer sheets 10, 
20, 30 having at least, a heat transfer layer with a thermally expandable layer laminated, in a 
freely peelable manner, on one of the faces of a base material sheet, opposite to a material 8 
to which an image is transferred such as a card, then heat the heat transfer sheets 10, 20, 30 
from their back, in the form of an image, using a thermal head 7 and transfer, expand the heat 
transfer layer to form an embossed image 9. Alternatively, the method is to heat the desired 
region of the material to which an image is transferred at a lower temperature than a 
temperature at which the thermally expandable layer is expanded to transfer the unexpanded 



2/23/06, EAST Version: 2.0.3.0 



heat transfer layer and heat the face of the heat transfer layer in the form of an image at a 
temperature which enables the heat transfer layer to be expanded, to expand the face and 
form an embossed image on it. 
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